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U.S READYI
CLASH E)

AMERI(
SUBMARINE SINKS

U. S. FREIGHTER;
WAR IS AWAITED

Genmany Flings New Defiance Into
Teeth of America by Sinking.
Vessel Off Scilly Islands.

LOSS OF LIFE IS UNKNOWN

Steamer Whicl Sailed From Galveston, Tex.,
On January 6, Was Only Twenty-Four

Hours From Port.
specal Cable to The We'"agtstn Herald.

Amsterdam, Feb. 3.-Germany flung the red rag of defiance in
the face of the United States today when one of her submarmes sank
the steamer Howuatonic. a ship of 3.143 tons, bound from Galveston
to Loadon.

Details of the sinking are meager. It is said, however, that the
steamship was sunk without warning.

NO LIVES REPORTED LOST.
No lives are reported to have been lost.
'16e Houatonic was sunk juqt of the Scilly Islands, * was

wiihin twenty-four hours of her port azd hadbareLy entered the
barred zone. The crew evidently was able to get out the life-boats
before the vessel foundered.

Tile Housatonic was the property of the Housatonic Steamship Coal-
pany of New York. She formerly was the Hamburg-American liner Georgia.
She was purchased from the Hamburg-American Company on March 29 of
last year for $85,000. Previous to that time, since the beginning of the war.
she had been laid up at New Orleans. She was 238 feet long, forty feet
wide and had a depth of 20 feet. She sailed from Galveston for London
on January 6. She made thetrip via Newport News, where she took on

cargo January 16.
CREW NUMBERED THIRTY-NINE.

Meager reports which have drifted in state that the crew of the sub-
marined steamer numbered thirty-nine. Of these fifteen are said to have been,
Americans and the rest of other nationalities. Whether they were picked up;
by the U-boat or whether they are now adrift on the high seas is unknown.

Fishing smacks and a number of small steamships which went to the
scene shortly after news of the sinking became known have reported thatl
they found jiothing but small bits of wreckage. The torpedo evidently con-
verted the steamer into driftwood.

Mailed Fist of Government Ready
To Descend on All Interned Ships
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AutriB I's Crew
BreAks Flsin Parts;

Anther Plot Fund
(By ner.-atleml News Sewumes,)
New York, Feb. 3.-Imme-

diately following receipt of the
news that the United States
had broken off relations with
Germany. the crew of the in-
terned Austrian freighter Him-
alaya, in Newark Bay, put the
engines out of commission.
The piston heads and other

parts were smashed.

Crews of the sixteen Ham-
burg-American and North Ger-
man Lloyd liners interned in
Hoboken, began swarming
down the gang planks this af-
ternoon, leaving the vessels on

"leave of absence."
All of thern said they had

been given leaves and were

seeking other quarters, though
none professed to know the
reason for the sudden leave.
The general exodus followed

the discovery of the wrecking
of the Austrian-American liner
Himalaya in Newark Bay. The
sailors said they understood
their officers were remaining
behind to "hand over" the ships
to port authorities in the event
of a crisis.
When questioned regarding

rumors that preparations were

being made to scuttle the in-
terned ships, the sailors lea;-
ing the vessele- invariably re-

plied:
"Well, we don't know any-

thing about that. We were told
to take our thiigs and get of
the ship while we could."
The taxicab company which

formerly handled the business
of the two lintE removed all of
its 4ars from the piers near tlie
interned liners, where they
were stored when the war

broke out.

WASHINGTON ASSUMES
WAR-TIME AIEAIRANGE
:xtraordinary Precautions Taken to

Guard Government Property.
The United States was last night placed
m the military and naval basis of a na-
ion which has taken a serious step
'short of war." following the break be-
ween this country and Germany. Naval
md militapy orders, prepared in advance.
wre placed in effect Immediately, fol-
owing a conference between President
Wilson. Secretary of War Baker and
3ecretary of the Navy Daniels at the
White House.
When the conference was over the Sec-

-etary of War and the Secretary of the
Iavy at once clamped down the lid of
isecrecy on all military and naval orders,
ill of the government buildings in Wash-
ngton were closed except to those bear-
ng credentials, an extra guard was
brown around all public buildings and
he Capital took on all of its 'War-time
rabiliments.
State and municipal authorities through-
mit the United States were called upon:o co-operate in guarding all Federalproperty. mints, assay offices. subtreas-
aries, postoffices, arsenals, armories.
>onded warehouses, appraisers stores
Lnd similar structures.
Orders for extraordinary precautions to

protect public buildings brought forth the
tull force of the Washington polies de-
partment. Around the White 'House
twenty-eight Policemsn were pieced on
2uty instead of the usual thirteen. Inthree shifts. under three polies segeanth,they will guard the entrances to the
White House twenty-four hors a day.Je one will be admitted to the White
Eleuse Grounds except throuih a singleintrance, where military pass will be

meoessary. The same precautions were
,rdered at the State, War and Navy De-
partmnent Bulding.
The status of Gertnan merehant ships,

in American ports caused some anxiety.
but it was finally determned. that the
break in diplomatic relations in no way
iffected them. and that the United States.under international law, amet respect
their ownership.
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Startling Developments of the
Day in International Crisis

President Wilson, in address to Congress. announces he has ordered
all diplomatic relations with Germuny severed.

Ambassador Gerard ordered to widdraw from Berlin.
German Ambassador von Bernstorf handed his passports.
President Wilson. Secretary of War Baker and Secretary of the

Navy Daniels, in conference, discuss disposition of military forces of
United States.

Government buildings in Washington and government plants
throughout country closed to public and placed under heavy guard.

Extraordinary precautions ordered in instructions to agents of De-
partment of Justice and Federal neutrality officials.

Municipal and State authorities called on to aid in guarding Fed-
eral property throughout country.

Congress clears way for naval appropriation bill with authoriza-
tion for President to take over all industrial plants needed if emer.
ency arises.

Senatl prepares to enact stringent neutrality code.
Secretary of Treasury McAdoo and Senator Simmons, chairman

of Finance Committee, confer and determine that nation's finances are
ready for any strain.

While House and State Department aroused over reported sinking
of American steamer Housatonic of Scilly Isigads, in view of Psesi-
dent's statement that he would again address Congress if Germany
'sacrifices American lives or ships."

Austria delivers note to State Department, which may be in-
dirsement of German sulsnane declaration.

Official receptsou of new Auwsmn AmbassAet. Ctount TarnowsK'
delayed.

Wave of support for President's decision comes from all over land.
as evidenced by comment in Congress.

Black Shadow of War Seen
In Capital As Word Comes
Of Sinking of Housatonic

Senators and Representatives saw the grim shadow of war hovering
over the United States last night, following receipt of the news that the
American steamer Housatonic had been, sunk by a German submarine, in
pursuit of the Teuton policy of unrestricted warfare on the seas.

While guarded in their comment, the members of Congress all appeared
to feel that the second visit of the President to Congress to secure authori-
zation to use the armed forces of the nation to enforce the demands of the
United States would not be long delayed.

"It is an extremely grave situation. It means serious developments, if
early reports are substantiated," was the general opinion of Senators and
Representatives interviewed by The Washington Herald.

The following, comment was made:
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Senater Hiteheock. et Nebrak. rank-, Imperial government. it would be Pos-

ing Democratic member of the! sbly a mitgating circumstance. But if
Foreign Relations Committee of It was accomplished after the United
the Senate, said: States had expressed Its intention or back-

"I hope this report is not true. n up its assertion by force, then indeed
that the situation is muche I. i very seious problem. I trust tha

if this news is authentic. I would hardly these early distressing facts will not be
care to comment on what constitutes an substantiated by official Investigation.-
overt act. There are many things that Rpresentative jMes A. Galivan, of
enter into this situation before the United nsesusetts. member of the
States actually declares war. In the ab- fouse Appropriations Committee
sence of more details, I would hardly
care to comment further." the American nston rest In the hands of

Senater Sheppard, of Texas,4 said: Woodrow Wilson. who today took his
"This is certainly a momentous crisis. plac in the ranks of the greatest states-

and it will be complicated if these reports men &n diplomats that the world has
of the sinking are true. I think the ever produced. I believe It would be In-

Preddent's speech today was ideal, and delicate to comment at this time on this
it pleases exceedingly that mn of all reported sinking of the Housatonic since
parties-in et the entire American na- there are ot enough authentic facts to
tion appears to enthusiastically indorse warrant an opinion worth while."
his course." Seator William IL Norak, of Idaho. of

Represetatsve John Jenb Degers, of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
the-House Foreign Afairs Commit- Mitts, said:
tee, said: Tese first reports about the sinking

"As I interpret the early reports on the of the Housatonic ar discomfiting. I
sinking of' the Housatonic, it constitutes don't se any aubstantial difference In
an overt act that will precipitate war, if the situation by reason of the time of
verified. I do not believe that the timehapng.
of the receipt of the news that diplo- Sntiie fNi.hU ak
matic relation. bad been severed and igmebrothFrinRla
the time of the sinking of this 'American tosCmite ad
vessel enters into the situation since the "Cntiheru'
United States has never repudiated the!"dintbleeh (hePednt
terms of the Sussex note. HRowever. itwoldoi.Itugthe oudi
would ite hardly wise to'talk further it note oe
the absence of oUinei -n~en iO.. Imwt i.Nww' etr
am satisfied, like the rest ot the Amen.ri oitta-u mrn.prvn b
can people to rely 3p00 the .Amialue im anln Laymr raysi

of the Presidmtptrihandovernment, itwouldrharbors.
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FRMANY-
48 HOURS;
BY U-BOAT
MS CONGRESS
INS ARE SEVERED
CONFERENCE HELD
TO PLAN MOVING
MILITARY FORCES

Late Into Night Chief Executive Dis-
cusses with Aids Steps to Be

Taken in Emergency.
SITUATION NEVER SO GRAVE

General Belief in Official Circles is that War
Cannot Be Averted Many

Days Longer.
The United States, facmg the probability of war with Getame

within forty-eight hours, today is mobilizing into action aD its asa-,
able military resources.

No av crisis has faced the nation ne e civil war. Cs
an theit of the President's announcement to the Senate that 4
lomatic relations with Berlin had been severed, the German adminP
flung a fresh challinge into the teeth'of the President by .inking m

American ship.

The American freighter Housatonic, outward from Galveston
was sunk, it is believed, by a German U-boat, of the Scilly Islands.

With this act of ruthless submarine warfaMe, Germany strpmd
from the issue, oficials declare, the last shred of excuse for further
,delay of an armed clash between the two countries.

PFEsDENT LOCKS SELF IN.
President Wilson late last night locked himself in his study to thresh

out the latter-day destiny of the republic. Haggard and bowed with anxiety.
his aids and advisers have laid upon the shoulders of suborinates the
routine tasks of state, that they may be free to grapple with the most
fearsome crisis that has yet arisen from the European war.

Early in the afternoon the President went before the Congress and in-
formed a grave, hushed assembly that all diplomatic intercourse between
Germany and the United States had been severed. At almost the
moment an emissary of the State Department was handing his passports 6s
the German Ambassador. Count Johann von Bernstorf.

GERARD ORDERED HOME.
American Ambassador Gerard. his diplomatic staf and all comst

officials of this country have been ordered out of Germany.
The issue today is up to the President. little hope is entertaimed that

the freighter Housatonic was sunk under the rules of ter-na-iona law. O
the contrary, it is fullycbelieved in Washington that she invadedGrmn
"barred" sea zone, and incurring the ghastly penalty of German *

-

fulness," was sent to the bottom.
ALL DETAILS ARE LACKING.

Details concerning the sinking were unavailable at an early hour this
morning. It was accurately reported, however. that most of her crew were
Americans, and it was difficult to believe that they had been save&.

Late last night President Wilson called Secretary of War Baker ite
conference on the disposition of the military forces. The Secretary wet to
tho White House and was closeted with the President for half an hour. He
then returned to the War Department on his way to his home.

Secretary Baker said he could not discuss his conference. No as-
nouncement was forthcomang from the White House.

Congress Greets Wilson's Speech
With Wild Outburst of Acclairn

In grave silence the legilaive repre- ades h eaeatRueb~
aentatives of the People of the Unitedlodcer.twapaitathen
States yesterday listened as PrestidentofteEetiehdane uamn
wilson, in clear and ringing tomes, told apoa fte1peetfy.a h
the world that this ogentry had no alter- pol h a n er i ete
ative hut to break with Germany. atron
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